AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

description might be compared with the experience
of the modern Hindu, who will find that while the
influence of English education is effecting a quiet
and profound change and driving the intellectual
and physical faculties of the people into fresh
grooves, the bulk of the people, whom that influ-
ence has not reached, have remained substantially
unaltered since the time of the French Mis-
sionary.'1

In December 1927, Mr. Natarajan presided over
the annual meeting of the Indian National Social
Conference, at Madras, where" delegates had collected
from all over the country. This conference, his journal
tells us, was attended by *a large and representative
gathering of ladies and gentlemen interested in social
reform movement/2 On this occasion several of t^e.
speeches were strongly reminiscent of Mother India;
for example : 'If we want to grow into a robust, strong
and self-respecting nation, if we want to reach our full
physical and mental height, the system of child marri-
age must go.'3 *And 'Again our marriage laws which
render women a chattel or piece of furniture in the
hands of her husband, the vilest sinner and hardened
criminal as he may be, need revision according to tfie
changed conditions of modern life.' And Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, who spoke on Hindu temple prostitutes, is thus
reported : 'This was a social and spiritual cancer and

1 For further information compare Mr. Natarajan's book with
Mr. Beauchamp's third edition, used by Miss Mayo.

* Indian Sodal Reformer, K. Natarajan, editor, January 7th,
1928, p. 293.

3 Ibid,, January i4th, pp. 310-313, speech by Dr. S. Muthulak-
shmi.